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Commerce Bank Took Highpoint Away
Now They Must Be Boycotted!

As you may have seen, the beautiful this mistake be repeated!
wooded hill across from the movie theater The Civic fought as hard as it could to stop
on Portion Road is gone. Commerce Bank  them. We attended all the hearings the town
felt they had to put their new branch there had. We had private meetings with the bank.

even though the community voted in our We met with the Planning Department to
2004 Visioning to have a 9/11 memorial voice our objections. We held a protest at
park in that location. The Civic tried to the site on July 10™. We contacted city and

persuade them to choose another site in our national firefighter unions for help. We have
area but Commerce Bank refused to listen.  tried to get press coverage with little
We have lost one of the few natural success.
treasures we have left in our town. Think of ~ Now we need you to join the effort.
how many wooded spots you enjoy looking Commerce Bank only cares about profits.
at in our area. Now think of all the spots that We need to send a message to them and all

would be appropriate to have a bank on businesses that want to come to our area that
them. They could have turned a blighted if they will ignore our wishes we will ignore
spot into an attractive one but they chose not them! To make our area a better community
to. we need a planning board that makes good

Commerce Bank likes to promote its 24/7  decisions and businesses that listen to us.
banking hours. That is fine unless it is next ~ Call Commerce Bank at 1-888-751-9000
to a person’s backyard. Does anyone think it and tell then you are boycotting them. Get
is a good idea to put drive-thru's next to your friends and neighbors to do likewise.
people’s backyards? Commerce Bank did Also, call the Planning Board at 451-6403,
not care how the people living next to their  and tell them how you feel about their
new branch felt and neither did the decision. Hopefully by doing this, we can
Brookhaven Planning Board. We cannot let  prevent this tragedy from happening again.

Energy-Efficiency Fair on August 20 at 7 PM

With energy costs skyrocketing, Congressman Tim Bishop, Legislator Brian
Beedenbender, and the Long Island Power Authority would like to invite you to a free
Energy-Efficiency Fair. Before the temperatures drop this winter, learn about
improvements you can make to your home which will pay for themselves by permanently
lowering your energy bills.

The event will be on Wednesday, August 20th from 7-9 PM at the Sachem Public
Library on 150 Holbrook Road in Holbrook.

At the Energy Efficiency Fair, you can:

* Setup a free energy audit to make your home more energy efficient.

* Learn information about programs to help offset your bills.

* Get discounts on new, energy efficient products and services that can permanently

lower your energy bills.

* Find out how you can use less oil this winter and lower your LIPA bill.

For more information, please contact Congressman Bishop’s office at 696-6500.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, August 14
7:30 PM
Lake Ronkonkoma Civic
General Membership
Meeting
American Legion Hall
115 Church Street
Lake Ronkonkoma

Saturday, September 6,
9:00 AM
Portion Road & Hawkins
Avenue Clean Ups
We meet in the parking lot at
the southwest corner of the
intersection of Portion Road
and Holbrook Road.
Gloves, safety vests and trash
bags will be provided.
During winter, if bad weather
causes a cancellation, then the
clean up will be on the first
Saturday of the following
month.

For more information, contact
Ken at 736-0626 or
cleanup@
lakeronkonkomacivic.org

It's time once again to

renew your membership.
If you haven't returned
the blue membership
renewal form that was

inside May’s newsletter,
then you still need to

pay your dues.

(If there was no blue form
inside your May newsletter,
then your dues have already
been paid for this year and you
are a member in good
standing!) You can mail the
blue form and a check
for your dues to
P.0. Box 2916
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779,
or bring both to the next
Civic meeting.

We'd love to see youl!




Fifth Annual Fall Festival Sober Homes Continue to

Many of you probably haven't even thought of Trouble Neighborhoo dS
holiday gift giving yet---however, the Lake

Ronkonkoma Civic Organization is offering you a
great way to get a head start on your shopping and to
do it with unique ideas and buys (and for finding some o
great things for yourself, too!). legislation was passed two years ago but vetoed by

On September 27 we will be having our Fifth former Governor Pataki. o
Annual Fall Festival at the Michael P. Murphy Unfortunately, too man}'/' sober hom"es n Suffolk
Memorial Town Beach on Lake Shore Drive, from 11 County are rented out as "flop houses" with no

AM to 6 PM. There will be food, vendors, hourly super:vision over the residents, ove-rcrowding,
50/50’s, petting zoo, children's activities, fishing premises that are unsqfe, and in which no p rograms
clinic, and many more things for you to enjoy are offered to the residents that could help them in

including a full-day schedule on the showmobile. their recovery. ) ) ) .

We are looking for volunteers to help us that day and | Assemblywoman Flel,ds 1S app caling t(: constituents "
a sign-up sheet will be available at the August and in the Sth Asseml.)ly Dlsm,Ct_tO report .sobe.r h‘?mes
September General Meetings. related to crime, 1}legal activity, public intoxication,

We are also looking for additional vendors. If you or dmg sales, etc. This would aHOW Assemblywoman
someone you know would be interested in a table at Fle.lds {0 use your reports as ev1denpe to pass the
the Festival, please contact Pat Duffield at legislation so that "sober homes" will finally have

588-5869 and we will send you more information. oversight. ,
You can contact Fields’ office at 631-589-8685.

Assemblywoman Fields sponsored legislation
(A.1533) regarding uncontrolled "sober homes,"
which would bring oversight to these residences. The

[Lake Ronkonkoma Annual Fall Festival - September 27th
Residents Urged To Call In Sightings Of Dead Birds

Suffolk County has activated a hotline for residents to report certain types of dead birds, which may be
infected with West Nile virus. Residents may report sightings of dead crows and blue jays to the Suffolk
County Department of Health Services’ Public Health Hotline, by calling (631) 787-2200 between 9 AM and
4 PM, Monday through Friday. After hours residents can leave a message that will be received by the
department’s surveillance team.

Reported birds must be dead no longer than 24 hours and show no sign of trauma (e.g. animal attacks,
automobile collision, drowning). Birds infected with West Nile virus often congregate at pools or birdbaths
due to the apparent “thirst” — whether real or neurological — from the viral infection. Suffolk County
Department of Health Services is interested in picking up:

* Corvids — crows and blue jays

* Birds of Prey — hawks, falcons, owls

* Exotics or unusual bird species (often susceptible to West Nile virus infection) or peculiar circumstances
(die-off of multiple birds)

West Nile virus, a mosquito-borne infection that can cause encephalitis, is now established across the United
States, having been first detected in Suffolk County in 1999 and each year thereafter through 2007. Humayun
J. Chaudhry, D.O., M.P.H., Commissioner of the Suffolk County Department of Health Services, urges
residents to be extra careful and do everything possible to reduce or eliminate standing water and avoid
mosquito bites.

To report mosquito problems or stagnant pools of water, please call the Department of Public Works’ Vector
Control Division at (631) 852-4270.
For medical questions related to West Nile virus call (631) 853-3055.

For further information on West Nile virus, visit the Department of Health Services’ web site at
www.suffolkcountyny.gov/health.
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Illegal Housing

Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy,
Department of Social Services (DSS)
Chief Deputy Commissioner Greg Blass
and Legislator Kate Browning outlined
new legislation combating illegal,
overcrowded housing. Town supervisors
and village mayors will now be able to
submit to DSS a list of 10 housing units
at a time that are in violation of
regulations. If any of those dwellings are
home to public assistance recipients, the
property owners will be given 20 days to
remediate those violations. If all
violations are not remedied within 20
days, DSS will work with any willing
public assistance recipients at those
residences to identify alternative housing.

Illegal Signs

Tired of those unsightly signs you see
on utility poles and along public streets?
They are nothing but visual clutter
advertising everything from weight-loss
to home repairs. Well, as long as they’re
not on private property, feel free to rip
them down, pull them up, and throw them
out, because those signs are illegal. You
cannot even obtain a permit to post that
type of sign.

During our monthly cleanups we
usually take them down. The only
exception we consider are signs for local
yard sales. As long as the date on the sign
hasn’t passed, we’ll leave them in place,
but if they’ve expired, or there is no date,
in the trash they go.

involved in

A big “thank you” to Assemblywoman Ginny Fields for sponsoring a New
York State grant to help the Civic pay for the production and distribution
of our newsletter, “The Fourth Wave” and to expand our membership
outreach program. These funds will go towards informing our members of
important issues as well as increasing our membership. Keeping our
community members informed is critical to having a community actively
improving the quality of life
Assemblywoman Fields will be speaking at our September meeting.

in our neighborhoods.

Lightning Awareness

Summer marks the peak season for a deadly and yet dangerously misunderstood
weather phenomena — lightning. Although the summer months are the most
dangerous, lightning casualties occur year-round. Already 8 people have died in 2008
due to lightning strikes. During the past 30 years lightning killed an average of 66
people per year in the United States. Documented lightning injuries in the United
States average about 300 per year according to NOAA’s National Weather Service.

Thunderstorms are most likely to develop on warm summer days and go through
various stages of growth, development and dissipation.

During a thunderstorm, each flash of cloud-to-ground lightning is a potential killer.
The determining factor on whether a particular flash could be deadly depends on
whether a person is in the path of the lightning discharge. In addition to the visible
flash that travels through the air, the current associated with the lightning discharge
travels along the ground. Although some victims are struck directly by the main
lightning strike, many victims are struck as the current moves in and along the

ground.

Lightning can strike asfar as 10 milesaway from therain areain a
thunder storm. That’s about the distance you can hear the thunder. If you can hear
thunder, you arewithin striking distance. Seek safe shelter immediately!

Use the 30-30 rule where visibility is good and there is nothing obstructing your
view of the thunderstorm. When you see lightning, count the time until you hear
thunder; if that time is 30 seconds or less, the thunderstorm is within 6 miles of you
and is dangerous. Seek shelter immediately. The threat of lightning continues for a
much longer period than most people realize. Wait at least 30 minutes after thelast
clap of thunder beforeleaving the shelter.
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George Schramm
President

Lenore Baake
Vice-president

Debra Chase-Schramm
Treasurer

Patricia Duffield
Recording Secretary
Dawn Hopkins
Corresponding Secretary
Kathleen Holdos
Membership Secretary
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Director
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Director

Thalia Bouklas
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FUNdraiser

The Civic has an
Online Gift Shop with
shirts, sweatshirts,

hats, tote bags,
mugs, and more,
with the civic logo and
other artwork that lets
everyone know you're
proud to live near Long
Island’s Largest Lake!

Aty

A portiowof the
pwrchase price of
each product yow
buy iy donated to-

the Civic: |

ivic

w.cafepress.com/ronkonkomac

S
S
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YES - | want to join the Lake Ronkonkoma Civic Organization!

9 - Level of Membership (check one)

I [[] Resident Individual ($10.00) [ ] Resident Senior Individual over 65 ($5.00)
1 [_] Resident Family ($15.00) [ ] Resident Senior Individual over 75 (Free)
; [ ] Business/Organization ($25.00) [ ] Associate Individual [non-resident, non-

: voting] ($10.00)
I
Post Office Box 2916 I Name:
Lake Ronkonkoma : Busin raanization:
New York 11779-0416  1usiness/Organization:
E-Mail: ! Address:
information@LakeRonkonkoma 1Town, State, Zip Code:
Civic.or, .
8 I Telephone number:
About Our Newsletter : .
In 1976 Ronkonkoma resident | E-mail:
Apn Farnum Curtis wrote a
history of Lake Ronkonkoma . If joining as a Resident Family membership, please list the names of
titled ThreeWaves I

The First Wave was the influx family members over the age of 18:

of the wealthy and famous in the |
late 1800’s. The Second Wave,
between 1900 and 1940,

occurred with the creationof Make checks payable to: Lake Ronkonkoma Civic Organization, Inc.

the summer resort commumty. . .o . .

The permanent residents . Payments to the Lake Ronkonkoma Civic Organization are not

arriving after World War 11 . deductible for income tax purposes.

created the Third Wave. 1 _ o o

The Fourth Wave is the current Mail to: Lake Ronkonkoma Civic Organization, Inc.,
revitalization and renaissance of P.O. Box 2916, Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-0416

Lake Ronkonkoma. bt ek e n e s Mk ek mh mm s et e ke s e s mm e = = h ek o= s = s s = s o=

The Lake Ronkonkoma Civic Organization is anon-profit group of volunteers and concerned
citizens whose misson isto improve the quality of lifein Lake Ronkonkoma and neighboring areas. A
main focus of the group is to enhance the safety of Portion Road and promote efficient roadway and land
use designs, which will reduce congestion long-term and encourage a diversity of transportation options
throughout the communities of Farmingville and Lake Ronkonkoma. The Givic advocates for aroad plan
that promotes small businesses and is accessible for all users.

WeOe on the Web! seeus « WWW.LakeRonkonkomaCivic.org
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Never doubt that

a small group of

thoughtful

committed

citizens can
change the world.
Indeed, it is the
only thing that
ever has.
Margaret Mead




